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National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE)

Operates U.S. Department of Education’s homeless education technical 
assistance & information center. NCHE has:

• Comprehensive website: http://nche.ed.gov

• Toll-free helpline: Call 800-308-2145 or e-mail homeless@serve.org
• Products & Listserv: https://nche.ed.gov/resources/
• Social Media

• Twitter: @NCHEducation

• Facebook: facebook.com/NCHEducation

http://nche.ed.gov/
mailto:homeless@serve.org
https://nche.ed.gov/resources/
https://twitter.com/NCHEducation
https://www.facebook.com/NCHEducation


Agenda

• Children and youth experiencing homelessness 
• Unique barriers
• Available services

• Data and Research
• National student data
• Risk factors

• Partnership strategies and examples
• Connecting with homeless education staff 



Children and Youth Experiencing 
Homelessness 



Homelessness Creates Barriers

Students experiencing homelessness may

• Change residences and schools often;

• Be hungry, tired, and stressed;

• Lack reliable transportation;

• Not have a parent or guardian to help them −
unaccompanied homeless youth (UHY); and

• Be disconnected from positive supports and social ties.



Homelessness Affects Education

Students experiencing homelessness may
• Lack documents required for school enrollment;

• Lack school supplies and a quiet place to study;

• Have undiagnosed special education needs or have 
experienced trauma which can be misdiagnosed as 
special education needs;

• Get lower grades and score poorly on assessment tests;

• Be chronically absent; and

• Drop out of school.



McKinney-Vento Act (42 U.S.C. §11431 et seq.)

• Establishes the definition of homeless used by public schools – lacking 
a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence
• Includes students who are doubled up temporarily due to loss of housing, 

economic hardship, or a similar reason

• Addresses the unique barriers faced by homeless students
• Focuses on school identification, enrollment, stability, and success of 

homeless children and youth (HCY), pre-K through high school
• Requires a homeless education liaison in every school district and a 

coordinator for the education of homeless children and youth in every 
state 



Data and Research



Number of  Homeless Students Enrolled

1,358,077
1,508,265

1,387,574
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Note: Hurricane Matthew contributed to the SY2017-18 increase

Source: NCHE, Federal Data Summary: School Years 2016-17 through 2018-19

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Federal-Data-Summary-SY-16.17-to-18.19-Final.pdf


Numbers to Know



Youth at Higher Risk for Homelessness

346% 
Youth with less than a 
high school diploma or 

GED

162%
Youth reporting 

annual household 
income of less than 

$24,000

83%
Black or African 
American youth

120%
LGBT youth

33%
Hispanic, non-White 

youth

200%
Unmarried parenting 

youth

Chapin Hall http://voicesofyouthcount.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/ChapinHall_VoYC_1Pager_Final_111517.pdf

http://voicesofyouthcount.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/ChapinHall_VoYC_1-Pager_Final_111517.pdf


Students Experiencing Homelessness

Source: NCHE, Federal Data Summary: School Years 2016-17 through 2018-19
Source: NCES, Students with Disabilities

Students Homeless 
Students

All Students

Students with 
Disabilities

19% 14%

English 
Language 
Learners

16% 10% 

Young Children %

Each K-5 Grade 
Homeless

8%

PreK Homeless 8%

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Federal-Data-Summary-SY-16.17-to-18.19-Final.pdf


Homeless Provisions in IDEA

Timely identification and assessment, appropriate placement and service provision, 
and continuity of services for children with disabilities experiencing homelessness
• Expressly includes children experiencing homelessness in its Child Find requirement (34 C.F.R. §

300.111)

• Requires the timely completion of special education evaluations for children who change districts 
mid-evaluation (34 C.F.R. § 300.301)

• Requires receiving districts to provide services comparable to those listed in a child’s Individualized 
Educational Plan (IEP) for children who transfer districts during the school year [20 U.S.C. §
1414(d)(2)(C)]

• Requires districts to appoint surrogate parents for unaccompanied homeless youth, when needed 
[20 U.S.C. § 1415(b)(2)]; LEAs also may appoint a temporary surrogate parent who is involved in the 
education and care of the child while a surrogate parent is located [34 C.F.R. § 300.519(f )]

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?node=se34.2.300_1111&rgn=div8
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?node=se34.2.300_1301&rgn=div8
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/statute-chapter-33/subchapter-ii/1414/d/2/C


Career and Technical Education (CTE)

Strengthening Career and Technical Education for the 21st 
Century Act (Perkins V)

• Perkins V designates individuals experiencing homelessness and youth who 
are in, or have aged out of, the foster care system as special populations.

• This designation requires intentional focus in the areas of state CTE plans, 
local CTE applications and plans, CTE funding usage, and CTE data and 
accountability.

• This designation also paves the way for greater partnership in support of 
populations who can benefit from CTE pathways but may face unique 
barriers to CTE access and success.

https://nche.ed.gov/cte/


Students in CTE Experiencing Homelessness
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Partnership Strategies



Moving from Research to Practice

Education holds promise for students experiencing 

homelessness to secure living-wage employment and 

make sustainable exits from homelessness, but 

intentional partnerships between McKinney-Vento staff 

and other programs will help capitalize on the promise 

of education.



Partnership Next Steps

• Reach out: Connect with your cross-program counterpart and learn 
about each other’s work.

• Contact your state coordinator for homeless education or local homeless 
education liaison at https://nche.ed.gov/data/

• Start somewhere and build: Start with “low-hanging fruit” (goals that 
may be achieved with relatively limited effort). Over time, take on 
more complex issues that require more effort but yield greater impact.

• Continue to invest: Establish ongoing communication with your partner 
to assess the effectiveness of joint efforts, consider additional needed 
action, and discuss emerging issues.

https://nche.ed.gov/data/


NCHE Resources

• Making Good on the Promise: Improving Equity in and 
Access to Quality CTE Programs for Students Experiencing 
Homelessness

• Supporting Homeless Children and Youth with Disabilities: 
Legislative Provisions in the McKinney-Vento Act and the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

• Education Goals and Supports: A Guided Discussion Tool

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Making-Good-on-the-Promise-CTE-Homelessness.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/idea.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/higher-education/


Contact NCHE

NCHE Helpline
• homeless@serve.org
• 800-308-2145

mailto:homeless@serve.org
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